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CARTHAGE MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO 

DISTRIBUTING METHAMPHETAMINE


(Tyler, TX) United States Attorney Matthew D. Orwig announced today 

that a 27-year-old Carthage man has pleaded guilty to federal drug charges 

in the Eastern District of Texas. CHRISTOPHER ERIC WALTRIP admitted 

to participating in a methamphetamine distribution conspiracy and to being a 

felon in possession of a firearm before United States Magistrate Judge Judith 

Guthrie. 

According to information presented in court, on March 10, 2006, at 

approximately 11:00 p.m., Waltrip was driving a Chevy Caprice eastbound 

on Interstate 20 in Van Zandt County, Texas when he was stopped by D.P.S. 

trooper for a traffic offense. During the course of the stop, a drug sniffing 

dog was called to the scene. After the dog alerted to Waltrip's vehicle, the 

trooper searched it and recovered approximately 114 grams of 

methamphetamine and a loaded Smith & Wesson, 9 mm. pistol. 

Waltrip was previously convicted of a felony DWI offense in Rusk 

County in 2004. 

Waltrip faces a sentence of 10 years to life imprisonment and a fine of 

up to $4 million at sentencing. A sentencing date has not been set. 

This case was investigated by the Texas Department of Public Safety, 

the Panola County Sheriff's Office Narcotics Unit, and the U.S. Drug 



Enforcement Agency. The case is being prosecuted by Assistant United 

States Attorney Jim Noble. 
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